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A N S W E R  K E Y  

GRAMMAR – 15pts 

1. lucky 
2. close /near 
3. based 
4. than 
5. inconsiderable/ insignificant 
6. like 
7. good / reasonable 
8. about 
9. speaking 
10. in 
11. were obliged to take into 
12. not have raised my voice 
13. though he (had) turned up 
14. (any) better, it will mean 
15. has taken everybody (everyone/us) by 
 

VOCABULARY – 10pts 

1. C 
2. D 
3. B 
4. D 

5. C 
6. B 
7. B 
8. D 

9. B 
10. A 

 
VOCABULARY – PROGRESSIVE TEST 
1 point for every 2 correctly spelled answers. 
Possible answers:  
make up one’s mind 
take one’s mind off of 
read one’s mind    
cross one’s mind 

have a lot on one’s mind 
getsth out of one’s mind 
put one’s mind to sth 
out of one’s mind 

mind your manners 
mind over matter 

 

READING COMPREHENSION – 10pts 

1. H 
2. J 
3. L 
4. G 

5. K 
6. B 
7. D 
8. B 

9. A 
10. D 

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION – 5pts  

Speaker 1:   C 
Speaker 2:   A 
Speaker 3:   B 
Speaker 4:   H 
Speaker 5:   F 
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T  (Please read once.) 

Speaker 1:Erm, I usually buy The Daily Record every day or very occasionally one of its rivals if 
the cover looks more interesting. I suppose I ought to feel ashamed of myself for buying it when I’m 
a university student, although to be fair a lot of other students buy it as well. The thing is, 
I sometimes feel I’m suffering from information overload and the Daily Record is a great antidote to 
that. I don’t actually believe half the stories and most of the articles seem pretty light-hearted or 
´tongue-in-cheek´ anyway. Nobody I know takes what they read in them very seriously - it’s just 
under-demanding entertainment really, celebrity gossip and ridiculous news. And the sports coverage 
is probably better than in a lot of the more serious papers and being a bit of avid sports fan, 
I appreciate that. 

Speaker 2:  Even when I was much younger I seemed to have an insatiable appetite for news. My 
folks always had several papers delivered every morning and I used to spend hours poring over them. 
If anything, it got worse since then! I’m now a total news junkie- I can never get enough news. My 
start page when I open my Internet browser is The Independent site and I have bookmarked loads of 
other newspaper sites and news magazines from all over the world. I like The Independent  because 
I suppose it’s a real-opinion forming newspaper and I’ve grown to prefer reading it online to its print 
version because it’s all so interactive now - you’ve got a chance to air your own views as well. 

Speaker 3:  I pay pretty scant attention to the news these days so I’m pretty clueless about current 
affairs. I just can’t be bothered with all that doom and gloom. I used to occasionallysit and gawp at 
Sky News for ten minutes or so but I always found I didn’t take much of it in. If there’s one paper 
I tend to read thoroughly, it’s Evesham Admag. You won’t have heard of it because it’s just a local 
paper everyone gets through their letterbox once a week. It’s full of stories about roads being dug-up, 
couples celebrating their diamond wedding anniversaries and changes to various bus routes, that sort 
of thing. If I’m honest, I find the local trivia much more absorbing than any of the latest political 
scandals. 

Speaker 4:   I’m so rushed of my feet these days I’m finding it hard to keep up with the news, which 
I regret a lot. I used to get The Guardian but it ended up unread in the bin every evening. But I do 
make a point of buying one of the glossy weeklies, such as The Economist, which I’ll read from 
cover to cover. These days it’s rather right-wing for my tastes but the articles are so well-written it’s 
still a pleasure to read. 

Speaker 5:  I like to stay informed about international news and that’s why I gave up on TV news 
a long time ago. I was appalled at how artificial the coverage of foreign news was – one or two news 
stories at most. That’s why I switched to the radio instead – BBC Radio 4 and the World Service are 
both really excellent for news. Actually these days I get most of my news as podcasts from the 
World Service website – my computer automatically downloads the programmes as MP3 files every 
morning so I can listen to them on my iPod on the bus. ’ 
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R O L E P L A Y  

 

 

TEACHER 

You are the headmaster of a prestigious secondary school, one of the best in the nation. You are 
extremely proud of your school and its teachers; you are particularly proud of the improvements, 
such up-dating the curriculum, which you have made as head.  

A representative of the school parliament has asked to talk to you. You listen but do not agree. 
Finances, as well as your pride, are at issue.  
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R O L E P L A Y  

 

 

STUDENT 

You are a member of your school’s parliament. As its representative for academic affairs, you have 
been asked by the rest of the parliament to suggest changes tonext year’s curriculum (cancelling 
some out-dated subjects, introducing new, modern subjects, etc.). You’ve made an appointment with 
the head to discuss the suggestions. Clearly explain what the students would like to see changed and 
why. Your school is counting on you! 
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P I C T U R E  S T O R Y  

Make up a story about the people in the picture. 
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